


TICKET TO RIDE™
WMEarnival, 1977

The story begins in 1977 in “the Meadows.” This was the Mob’s favorite dumping
ground. It was also home to the largest Carnival in all of North Jersey. Families would
come out on those hot summer nights from all over to ride the rides. It was where
Michael Bell won his first art show at the age of 5. It was his first TICKET TO RIDE.
Reporters and television crews came to his Grandmother’s

house and interviewed him. There was nothing like it. It was

Michael’'s Grandmother, Violet, that put the first paintbrush in

Michael’s hand. She got Michael involved with the Carnival

through Patsy, who ran the Cotton Candy Stand for this guy Sal.

Patsy is the oldest of 8 children born in Naples, Italy and the first

to come to America with the dream of raising a family and

owning his own business. He has a Sicilian wife, Chancy, and 3

children -- 2 boys and 1 girl -- his beautiful angel, Annalisa (age 7).

Patsy worked full-time at his Beauty Parlor during the day and

the Carnival nights. When Patsy got involved in the Carnival with Sal -- a small time
hood, part-time magician and President of the Carnival -- he thought it was a step in
the right direction. He was dead wrong!

Business is bad -- or so it seems. No one seems to ever turn a
profit. “Michael the Hat", who secretly runs the Carnival from
behind the scenes, isn't happy about the “skim” coming into him
-- or lack thereof. Then, to add to their problems, the New York
Mob wants to take a piece of the action -- piece by piece --
starting with their Ferris Wheel. They make Sal and Patsy an
offer they can’t refuse.

Just when things look like they couldn’t get any worse, there’s a
robbery gone bad and Patsy’s beautiful daughter Annalisa is
shot! Patsy thinks it’s an “inside job.” It was fast, sloppy, and
there were too many witnesses.

This is when a young Michael Bell (age 7) first meets Johnny V and the Mob -- as a child
prodigy -- drawing portraits in front of a crowd outside his exhibitor booth when he
saw the whole robbery go down. The New York Mob noticed Michael too. Things
eventually come full circle in present day and their lives will never be the same again.



TICKET TO RIDE™

The Ticket to Ride - The Paintings

by Michael Bell - to be featured in the TICKET TO RIDE movie

Click the work to view larger or view online at: http://mbellart.com/tickettoride.html

1. “The Transfer” 2. “Room Service” 3. “The Ring”
60” X 60” 60” X 60” 60” X 60”
oils/mixed-media/ linen oils/mixed-media/ linen oils/mixed-media/ linen

4. “Never Look Back” 5. “Getaway Car” 6. “Unfinished Business”
60” X 60” 60” X 60” 60” X 60”
oils/mixed-media/ linen oils/mixed-media/ linen oils/mixed-media/ linen

7. “The Meadows” 8. “Check In, Check Out” 9. “The N and the R”
60” X 60” 60” X 60” 60” X 60”
oils/mixed-media/ linen oils/mixed-media/ linen oils/mixed-media/ linen

"Michael Bell's Ticket to Ride series is painting noir at its finest. Out of this monumental
achievement, | am particularly intrigued by Room Service. The eaten dessert, the gun lying on
the table, the coffee... is it stillwarm? Having played a detective on Law & Order, | find myself
scanning the table looking for clues. Are the occupant(s) just out of table range? Or is there
something far more sinister here?" - John Fiore - The Sopranos, Law & Order, Brotherhood



http://mbellart.com/thetransfer.htm
http://mbellart.com/roomservice.htm
http://mbellart.com/thering.htm
http://mbellart.com/neverlookback.htm
http://mbellart.com/getawaycar.htm
http://mbellart.com/unfinishedbusiness.htm
http://mbellart.com/themeadows.htm
http://mbellart.com/checkincheckout.htm
http://mbellart.com/thenandther.htm
http://mbellart.com/roomservice.htm
http://imdb.com/name/nm0278468

TICKET TO RIDE™

On the Artist

Michael Bell has painted, by commission, some of the most
famous people of our time, including actors from The Sopranos,
CSI: Miami, Law & Order, Goodfellas, A Bronx Tale, and more!
Backed by an impressive list of solid credentials and celebrity
portrait clientele, Bell has become quite well known as a
"Celebrity Artist" and has steadily become just as famous and as
intriguing as many of the celebrities he has portrayed.

In addition to being a "Celebrity Artist to the Stars," Bell was one of twenty-four selected 2005
Maryland State Teachers of the Year and won the 2004 AACPS Teacher of the Year Award. In
2002 Bell won the Art Education Association’s Most Outstanding Art Educator Award and in
2001 was awarded the Southern High School’s first ever Teacher of the Year Award. Bell has
been an honored guest of the Governor, has been recognized on the floor of the House and
the Senate, and was commissioned to paint the State Superintendent's portrait.

Bell has also played a vital role in arts activism, pioneering the Visual Journaling movement,
giving workshops throughout the country, and donating his time to numerous charity
benefits. In 2009 for Project Meridian Foundation Bell debuted a 10 minute documentary film
on the arts and our 30 human rights and donated 30 works in NY. In 2008 Bell did a Star-
Studded Red Carpet Painting Unveiling with the Sopranos for Bright Steps Forward, and in
20051 Bell received the Los Angeles Good Shepherd Community Service Award at the Millennium
Biltmore Hotel for his work with Domestic Violence victims. As a Celebrity Artist to the stars,
Bell has definitely become one of the world’s most famous living artists working today.
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Don’t just take our word for it! Click the video clips above to Play Celebrity Testimonials
from “The Sopranos”, Live Television Show Interviews, Launch Party clips & more!


http://mbellart.com/tickettoride_video.html
http://mbellart.com/michaelbell_projectmeridianvideo.html
http://mbellart.com/stars_cigars_video.html
http://mbellart.com/tickettoride_video.html
http://mbellart.com/theplumm_rockstarvideo.html
http://mbellart.com/dominic_chianese_video.html
http://mbellart.com/joe_gannascoli_video.html
http://mbellart.com/sonny_grosso_video.html
http://mbellart.com/michaelbell_video10.html
http://visualjournaling.com
http://mbellart.com/bio.html

TICKET TO RIDE™

Get on Board - the Investors Ticket

“Anyone can discover an artist, but to make him what he is, to give him importance,
that's really discovery.” — Leo Castelli, World Renowned Art Collector

> Each painting by Michael Bell is being offered at $50,000.00
Corporate sponsorship of fine art and cultural events has become widespread!

e Dior and Tiffany once sponsored a Met exhibition.
e Philip Morris underwrote a Pop and Op Art show.
e Tequiza had backed a show because the "art was a natural synergy with our product.”

"There is no question that because we have become dependent on corporate sponsorship,
we keep an eye on which shows are likely to be funded by corporations and which are not."
— Director of New York’s Metropolitan Museum.

Time =$ when it comes to “Development” and there is a direct relationship between solid
planning and a smooth trip. So, Time invested now = $ Saved Later

These months are critical. First-in Financiers will be the catalysts to TICKET TO RIDE’s success.

There are many other cross-promotional opportunities available:

% Becoming a DIAMOND ($10,000,000 +), PLATINUM ($1,000,000 +),

GOLD (+ $500,000), SILVER ($500,000 - $35,000) or BRONZE (535,000 -)movie investor
+¢ Underwrite a TICKET TO RIDE Event (Show, Launch Party, or Autograph Print Signing)
++ Help Securing Free Locations and/or painting sales to become a part of the film.
+ Merchandising / Promotion of Businesses / Guest Appearances / Featured as an Extra.
+» Product Placement, Television and Radio Shows, Soundtrack opportunities.
*» Web Presence: tickettoridemovie.com, mbellart.com, galleriared.com & on MySpace
% VIP INVITES to TICKET TO RIDE Events and Movie Premieres & hang with the Celebs!

The Paintings are completed & the Script is Solid so get on board!


http://tickettoridemovie.com
http://mbellart.com
http://galleriared.com
http://myspace.com/mbellart

So, Get on Board, Fasten your Seatbelts and Get your
TICKET TO RIDE on this artistic suspense thriller...

Official Movie Website: http://tickettoridemovie.com
Visit Michael Bell’s Official Website: http://mbellart.com

Contact Mr. Michael Bell:

View the TICKET TO RIDE Launch Party and more at: info@tickettoridemovie.com

http://youtube.com/mbellart for painting acquisitions
or for more investor details.

Graphic Designer Serious Inquiries Only.

Jonathan Roehm Don’t wind up like DeRosa!
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Ticket to Ride Press Release

New York, NY (February 2009)—A new thematic painting series has been launched - nine
paintings in all - by the American artist Michael Bell (b. 1971). The first three paintings were
debuted for the public in celebration of the completion of this monumental series on April 18,
2008 at a star-studded launch party thrown for Michael Bell by Noel Ashman at his New York
City celebrity hotspot, The Plumm.

Bell is best known for tapping into America’s love affair with Gangsters in Hollywood - with an
infamous painting clientele list that includes numerous actors from The Sopranos, CSI: Miami,
Law & Order, Brotherhood and from famous Gangster films such as Goodfellas, A Bronx Tale,
and more.

Ticket to Ride lives up to its thrilling title, and Bell continues with his gangster-genre painting
traditions in this new series. In a literary and cinematic sense, with a cinematographer’s eye
for suspenseful scenes, this narrative painting series boasts a unique mix of painting skills and
easily accessible metropolitan imagery on 60" X 60" canvases.

"Throughout my career of painting gangsters and celebrities that play gangsters (in movies
and on television), | thought it would be fun to play one myself on canvas in my Ticket to Ride
series,” says Bell.

Bell's nine cinematic scenes are solidified and encoded through the act of painting layers
upon layers of meaning over mixed-media New York City subway maps and New Jersey
transit bus routes painted into each canvas. This process furthers the narrative of a
metaphorical journey through the mind of a killer - from a New York City subway platform,
onto the city streets of Manhattan, then beyond - to the ominous marshes of the New Jersey
Meadowlands - one of the Mob’s most famous burial grounds. Bell has left plenty of other
clues behind in this series too for the viewer to decipher — in anagrams posing as numbers
atop the taxi the off-duty taxi cab in Getaway Car (2008), on the license plate of the
abandoned taxi in The Meadows (2008) and in mixed-media pugs dug up from the marshes of
the Meadowlands varnished right into the canvas directly into Unfinished Business and The
Meadows (later subtracted from the paintings by the artist, leaving behind fossil-like remains
on the canvas itself). Every detail in every painting is there to make us think, and also to
throw us off track, right down to each painting title. For instance, in Never Look Back (2008)
the woman in the painting is doing exactly what the title suggests she not do - look back.



The artist also created several under paintings while creating The Ring (2008) and Check in,
Check out...(2008) that hide even more clues to the real-life storyline and inspiration behind
this narrative painting series. In The Ring, the painting began as a crowded subway of
travelers coming and going. Then, two lovers were painted in a cinematic kiss. Eventually
they too were painted out of the scene. Finally, the perspective of the subway changed and it
is flooded with water, symbolic of emotions flooding the staircase and reminiscent of a scene
out of Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining. Eventually the artist painted all the passengers out of the
scene, yet they still remain below the layers of paint as under paintings — symbolic of a
deserted subway platform haunted by the energies of all its past and future travelers. They
may not be completely visible to the naked eye, but are documented through photographs
taken of the paintings in progress, placed in the artist’s sketchbook, which will also be on
display for the public as a companion piece to this painting series that documents the artist’s
thought process.

There is never a real victim or victim(s) revealed in this series visually, however, in at least one
painting, Unfinished Business (2008), Bell makes us, the viewer, take on the role of his victim
looking out at the artist from his trunk. The artist used himself in the series when painting
from direct observation using a mirror, along with his wife as a model (and accomplice).
Eventually, in painting nine, The N and the R (2008), the woman ends up in the same place as
she began her metaphorical journey in painting one The Transfer (2008), right back on the
very same subway platform as she started. This was intentional to ask the viewer to project
their own thoughts onto how this journey will end - or to interpret if it even began at all.
Perhaps, the entire journey only takes place in our minds eye, like fleeting thoughts of
planning a murderous plot while awaiting our train — or perhaps the journey is just beginning.
Michael Bell won't say for certain because, as he states, “It's your Ticket to Ride."

Since the completion of this monumental painting series Michael Bell was urged by a few of
his Sopranos clientele to write a screenplay about the story behind the nine paintings and
nine lives that inspired his Ticket to Ride painting series, which Bell has since completed in
2008 and a major motion picture based on these paintings is currently in the works in 2009.

“Michael Bell's Ticket to Ride series is painting noir at its finest. Out of this monumental
achievement, | am particularly intrigued by Room Service (2008). The eaten dessert, the gun
lying on the table, the coffee... is it still warm? Having played a detective on Law & Order, |
find myself scanning the table looking for clues. Are the occupant(s) just out of table range?
Or is there something far more sinister here? | guess we'll all have to get our ticket to ride and
get on board to find out.” - John Fiore, Actor - The Sopranos, Law & Order, Brotherhood.

Contact a representative at GALLERIA RED™ for commissions, to request Bell's work in your
Gallery or Museum, or for all appearance related inquiries at 212.991.8720 or via e-mail at:
info@galleriared.com. View the TICKET TO RIDE painting series online at http://mbellart.com.
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